HEPATITIS C DRUGS’
COSTLY IMPACT ON CALIFORNIA
Record-breaking prices for specialty medications are a
major threat to our health care system, public programs
and state budget. When drugs treating widespread
diseases, like Hepatitis C (Hep C), hit the market with
price tags rivaling new luxury vehicles, the impacts
become unsustainable and run counter to efforts to
make health care more affordable and accessible.
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Sticker prices for Hep C medications are sky-high.

When paired with a large patient population, the
astronomical drug costs become unsustainable
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for the programs and people who need treatment,
exerting an undue burden on taxpayers.
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ACCORDING TO THE CDC, AN ESTIMATED

3.5 MILLION PEOPLE

400,000

IN THE UNITED STATES HAVE CHRONIC HEP C, WITH

residing in California alone. Some public programs
are disproportionately affected by the disease,
and these budgets, which are already tight, are hit
hardest by Hep C drugs’ sky-high prices.
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CalPERS, and the AIDS Drug Assistance
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22,000 PEOPLE IN
CALIFORNIA PRISONS ALONE
are estimated to have CHRONIC HEP C. And,
this year, California has annually budgeted
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TAXPAYERS EXPOSED TO HIGH COSTS
OF HEP C TREATMENT
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FOR THREE YEARS JUST TO TREAT THESE INMATES.
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HEPATITIS C DRUGS:

A BILLION DOLLAR BUDGET PROBLEM
CALIFORNIA IS FOOTING THE BILL FOR PRICEY HEP C DRUGS

THIS YEAR, the governor set aside
more than $170 million in his 2018-19 budget to
help cover the cost of Hepatitis C treatments
in public programs. This is the third time that
the state has been forced to set a budget line
item to cover the high price of the specialty
drugs treating the disease, which can cost
more than $1,000 per pill. Once again, the
decision by pharmaceutical companies to set
treatment prices at unsustainable levels is
forcing state governments, like California, to
direct funds away from other priorities.
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Hep C is just the tip of the iceberg in a sea of high-priced specialty
medications. In 2016, specialty drugs made up 40% of the $450
billion spent on prescription medications. Continuing to budget
for these treatments is a patch, not a solution. Taxpayers should
not be on the hook for ever-increasing prescription drug prices. It
is time for the pharmaceutical industry to end the constant price
hikes and work with state leaders and stakeholders to make healthcare more affordable and accessible for all.
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